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May 22: The Farabundo Marti National Liberation Front (FMLN) released a statement asserting
that rebel representatives in peace talks would not sign any accords if the government continued
"using rifles with impunity" to resolve the nation's social problems. According to the FMLN,
40 plantations in eight departments have been occupied by agricultural workers. Agricultural
cooperative leaders say 7,000 workers have participated in takeovers of nine plantations in three
departments. The FMLN said the government was attempting to foment a new wave of violence
and bloodshed. The rebels promised to protect urban and rural workers from repression by the
army "which serves the rich." President Alfredo Cristiani told reporters that laws against trespass
of private property would be "rigorously applied with necessary force" to ensure respect for the
law. May 23: The armed forces press office (COPREFA) released a communique announcing that
23 agricultural workers were arrested for "land usurpation" at the San Francisco plantation in
Ahuachapan department. Women and children among the detainees were subsequently released.
The communique said the workers, who occupied the property on May 9, received a judge's order
to vacate the premises within five days, or face eviction by force. May 26: In a public statement,
organizations affiliated with the Campesino Democratic Alliance (ADC) said that on May 25 in
Sonsonate department, National Guard troops accompanied by judiciary officials gave 70 families
three days to vacate a plantation occupied May 13. According to the ADC, the land pertaining to the
plantation in question has been idle for 18 years. The Alliance said that over 30 plots of agricultural
land had been occupied in recent weeks, and landless workers plan to occupy another 15. Next,
the ADC dismissed government charges that their actions were associated with the FMLN. The
statement said the needs of agricultural workers are "urgent," and land occupations are a response
to the government's failure to respond to their needs. The ADC requested that the FMLN be alert
to "repressive actions by the army against our agricultural workers." During a Sunday homily,
Auxiliary Bishop of San Salvador Gregorio Rosa Chavez said that the government "should be aware
that it is not enough to hide behind the law to resolve social problems. The ethical and moral must
also be taken into consideration...The riches of the earth have a universal destination and therefore,
private property is not an absolute right." May 29: In a Radio Farabundo Marti broadcast, the FMLN
asserted that it would respond militarily to army efforts evict squatters by force. The rebels also
threatened "direct operations" against the property of landowners "who call for violence against the
dispossessed." Leaders of agricultural worker organizations met with Legislative Assembly deputies
in San Salvador to discuss land occupations. Rosario Acosta, member of the National Association
of Agricultural Workers (ANTA) urged the deputies to implement legislation that would adjudicate
and legalize occupation of un- and underutilized agricultural land. (Basic data from ACAN-EFE,
05/22/91, 05/23/91, 05/26/91, 05/29/91)
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